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DIALOGUE: 


Tun SPEAKERS, 


Joun Mtz.rox=--ToRQATo Tasso. : 


8 c E N E 3 f 


MIL Ton, 
5 L L hail rout Bard! Tor- 


Wel met muſtrious « Milton! As Fate 
has brought us to an interview, let us, 
as time permits, deſcant a while on that 
fimilitude which I am told ſubſiſted be- 
tween us, as Poets of diſtinguiſhed genius, 
and as men. 


2 S Nin ron, 


* 


IL i 


MILTOV. 


There are few things can give me greater 
pleaſure. I own to you that I honoured 


your memory when living; and I was in- 
duced to this from the intrinſick merit 
which I perceived in all your writings, 


and from the written and oral accounts I 
had of you from our common friend 


Manſo *. 


Asso. 


He was a true friend, and though my 


acquaintance with him was but ſhort and 


late in life, yet there was none I more 


really eſteemed. But to the buſineſs I 


propoſed to you, and without farther pre- 


p 


face, You are not unacquainted with the 
former part of my life, that I began to 


make verſes as early as oven. years. 


MIL To A. 


True: but! preſume you valued them 


but little when you came to years of ma- 


turity: had you thought them worth pre- 
ſerving you would doubtleſs have left 


them to poſterity: the caſe was different 
with me: if I did not begin quite fo ek 


* Manſus, v. 7. 


as 


r 
as yourſelf, yet I fat out ſooner than the 
generality of our fraternity, and at fifteen 


produced ſome which I thought proper to 


' retain, and of which I was never aſhamed. 
But as to ſtrength of genius little is to be 
inferred from ſuch poetical bloſſoms. So 
a 3 Poet with me named a vo- 
lume which he publiſhed at fifteen, when 
he was yet at ſchool. Let me mention to 
you a practice with me, that I thought it 
worth my while to date moſt of my poeti- 
cal performances in the earlier part of my 
life, and this uſe aroſe from thence; it 
ſerved as a regiſter to myſelf and to inform 
poſterity. 5 ES 

Tart 


Nothing like this was my caſe, and 
I acknowledge to you my remarkable 
deficiency in this inſtance. But yet as to 
the time of my compoſitions the world is 
very well acquainted. I was but juſt 
entered my nineteenth year when I pub 
liſhed my Rinaldo. And this my firſt 
work was compleated in the ſpace of ten 
months. I ventured to ſend this into the 


light, flattering myſelf it would meet 


with a fawgurable reception from the 
world, as a ſpecimen of latent genius, and 
of ſtill greater things which might be 
reaſonably expected 8 my future com 
* e Ro  * 


Lycidas, before I determined to join x 4199 


4s Fh TAS $6. 
poſitions. This I then promiſed + ; did any 
thing like this happen to you? 


M1LToON, 
It did: you know very well there muſt 
be gradations in genius. There muſt be 
eſſays and attempts firſt made before any 
great work can be brought to perfection, 


knew this from the peruſal of your works 


and your life, Both this poem and your 
Aminta were wrote before your Greru- 
falemme. Twas the ſame with Virgil F. 


His Eclogues and Georgics were prior to 
the Aneid. This was in ſome degree 
my own caſe, I had wrote my Maſk, and 


to the illuſtrious few who have been 
favoured by the epic muſe. With a 
conſciouſneſs of abilities for ſome future 


work in heroick poetry, to enlarge my 


notions and add as much as potible to the 
extent of that genius which providence 


had given me, I made the tour of your 
country, and here my good deſtiny carried 


me to the Marcheſe di villa 5 . Many COn— 


verſations as on all ſubjects of polite lite- 
rature, ſo particularly on the ſublimeſt 
works of the Muſes, did I in the moſt 


I Taſſo's preface to his Rinaldo. 


l I * . 
1 See Virgil's life, by Donatus. | 
|| The above-named Manſo, 


friendly 


FL TA8SO. 3 
friendly manner hold with him : but ſtill 
I was undetermined in the choice of my 
Hero, ---I was long chufing, and beginning 
late. In this unſettled ſtate of mind I 


promiſed a greater work, which many years 
after I accompliſhed. _ TR 


As to our promiſes the parallel ſeems to 
be very near. But what work of your's is 
to be claſs'd with the Rinaldo. OL 


MiLToN. 


There is none of mine that bears any 
reſemblance to this: but to make up the 
equality between us, there are no pieces 
of your's to be claſs'd with L' Allegro and 
I Penſeroſo of mine, and certainly the 
Maſk at Ludlow Caſtle, is upon as reſpec- 
table a footing with my countrymen as is 
the Aminta with your's. There is how- 
ever this difference attending theſe per- 
formances: you have had followers in 
this, I have had none. You ſtruck out 
into new paths, I walk'd in old ones, and 
left all my predeceſſors far behind me. 
My ſubje& was new, and Poems of the 
_ fame ſpecies with mine were faſhionable 
among us. 
Tasso. 
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But what think you of my great work 
the Gieruſalemme Liberata ? 


M1LToN. 


I am entirely of opinion that it deſerves 

to be ranked with the Iliad and Æneid F. 
The ſubject is as conſpicuous as to its 
matter, and invention is brought in to the 
aid of hiſtorical facts, as pertinently as in 
either of the antient poets. This noble 
work of your's is a religious Epic, and as 

ſuch engaged my particular attention. 1 
cannot help obſerving, that you have made 
a proper uſe of that religion which you 
fo zealouſly profeſs'd; and I know no, 
| part of your divine Poem, for ſuch I ſhall 
call it, that makes a more pleaſing appear- 
ance than the ſolemn proceſſion in the 
mas br book, headed by the projector of 
It Solitario Piero---il rigido Romito. 
But it would be impertinent to think of 
reckoning up its numerous beautics. 


Tass0. 


11 gives me e pleaſure to find you thus 
partial to my labours: my cotemporaries 


9 Proſe works, v. 1, p. 60. Ed. 1738. 
Were 


BB T4990 7 


were quite different in their ſentiments, 
and the oppoſitions they made againſt it 
put me out of humour with it: in conſe- 
quence of which I fat about a ri,acimento 
of it, and produced my Conquiſtata. 


MILTOV. 


» 


Every work of man muſt participate 
more or leſs of human frailty: and the 
greater any one 1s in his genius and literary 


accompliſhments, the more certain it is 


that he will be the object of envy and cen- 


ſure. To nothing elſe can be attributed 
that ungenerous treatment you received 


from the members of the celebrated Aca- 
demy della Cruſca. They were on all 
hands determined to ſupport the credit of 
Arioſio that Romanzatore.. Charm'd by 
the ſweetneſs of his language, they paid no 


regard to his ſubje& matter. I thall not 


heſitate to pronounce your work ſuperior 
to Arioſto s, becauſe it was really heroick, 


nor is your diction leſs pleaſing. But the 
preference is due to you on another 


account, namely, that of invention. If 


Ariſto poſſeſt this in as great a degree as 


his advocates may inſiſt he did, yet he 


| was at moſt but a follower, and trod in 


the ſteps of his predeceſſors Pulci and 
Boiardo. His agents, many of his perſons, 


and 
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8 TL TASSO, 


and particularly his hero, are the ſame 


with theirs; and he has adopted their 
method, e Kan that ſingular one, of 
_ {tories TY 1. 


74880. 


Our reputations as poets, by no means 


depend on any complements or inſults paid 


us while _ Time alone has placed 
us ſo high in the temple of fame; i 
tial poſterity has done us that juſtice which 


we were conſcious we ed but 
received not. But as you was my ſucceſ- 


ſor in the epic laurel; = I aſk,--- did 
6 


your divine work of P Loft ſubject 


you to any male treatment from your 


countrymen ? 

MII TON. 
| Quite the reverſe : it lay as dormant 
during my life, as if it had never ſeen 
the light. Party fo blinded the eyes of 


e that they took no * of 


and during the reign of that volup- 


—— Prince, in whoſe time it came forth, 
his many ſubjects threw it by with con- 


|| This ſeems peculiar to romance: For thus Cervantes 
ends his firſt in the middle of a battle, 
So Butler facetiouſly enough--- 
'The adventure of the bear and gadle 
15 ſung, but breaks off in the middle. 


temptuous 


JL TAS 8 58. 86 
demptuous neglect. All pens were em- 
ployed, and the mouths of all men were open 
in praiſe of a Poet now ſeldom mentioned, 

the maker of thoſe poetical bloſſoms 1 
before ſpoke of: he happened to eſpouſe a 
different party from myſelf, and attracted 
an univerſal eſteem and reſpect from all 
quarters. This was notwithſtanding quite 


— 4 fame; ; for who now. alt 


1A8e. 


The fate of Cole was ſomewhat 
Gimilar to that of my countryman Marino: 
courted by Princes, and univerſally revered 
as he was wk living, he is now thrown 
by, as having ſet up a new method of 
verſifying, which continued for ſome time 
after him, but is now grown into diſuſe 
and diſeſteem. In fact he has robbed the 
Italian Muſes of more . than he 
has brought them; for the Moderns I am 
informed, have geverally made their judge- 
ments of our poetry from what they have 
read of his; which is the fame thing as to 


judge of Homer b roomy the works of 
Cheri * 10” 1 


But to come back to the conſideration of 
our two performances, which have ren- 
"Ib O dered 


| tion the Gierufalemme- Liberata 


ing. If in this you were in the right, all 
the reſt of mankind were in an error, fr 


8 
1 — 
p : — 2 2. EW * = 2 A . A » 4 4 i * 4 - 
4 n 0 — 4 r 2 1 N 2 * 3 - Re. 
. * e Rte IS 2 92 ——— — M 4 47 ivy — 
> — He * 2 5 4] N 


— 4 
wad n 
<p 
% Cl mire ae" n 
W ab 4 44, . — 
1 7 = 2 FL — 
— 


* 
Þ. 5 
— — mä * a 


** 
TKKUü ꝰ˙ ² ͤ 38 


— — — 
— TEN, * vw 
2 4 
e - 


No 
4 14 , 
1 1 
27 
. 
107? 
:V 
* 44 
1 y LT 
* 70 
9 , 
7 8 
97 1 
3 q 
i 
11 . 
1 
. f i 
a 5 
_ x 
F . 
: : 
LH 
- 
: 1 
* 
=_ - 
' 
: : 
- 
1 1 
1 ö 
1 
f 
© 34 
1 
11 
| / 
: 
ot - 
"3 ; 
0 i}. 
9 
8 : 14 
1 [i N 
» RY 
, C 5 
=: 
11 
13 1 
17 5 
1 
. : 
# : 
+ ' 15 
: $8 
4 i 
: 3% 
©. z 
2 F' # 
1 : 
i S 
1 
©? 
8. 
# 
FT 
- 
I» 12 | 
1 
19 
13 
1911 
17 
18 
151 
4 
EW 
: 
Q : 
19 
14 
E457 
int! 
A 
*7F 
* 
+ 
&. | 
j 
4 
7 
8 
15 
5 
* 
} 
} 


= * 8 
= - . Jp 
r 1 . 
— — —— 
* 9 One . 6 1 
COB TOR 
— 


10 1 L 148530. 


dered our names equally ilbuſtrious. Theis 


fate, as it a ourſelves. as the author 
of them, was nearly the ſame. Vou eri 


| ouſly preferred your vam — — 


Canquiſtata, to your fir original V 


you, went ſo far as to pronounce all "an. 
that did not give into your way of 2 


888 all differed . in linien from you. 


.. = ; KY 2 1 7 

* e 2077 Ns 0.1 9351 641 
Z 4. : . 

*DY ne 2: 10 I 


"Tis prident to give up our en ei 


ments when the enerality of men, and 


3 thoſe of our friends, are againſt 
Angelo Grills, a man dehr to me ona 


5 EE but particularly for being the 
happy inſtrument. of reſtoring me to my 
 longwith'd for liberty aſter as tedious im 


priſonment of ſeven years at Ferrara. 
He has told me without ſcruple, that the 


GSieruſalemme Liberata is piu Hella hir 
udn della Congwftote tf ; and: therefore T 


reſt it here. ud admitting my oven 
error, was you not ſtill guilty of a greater. in 


preferring that mean performance of yours 
5 See Crefeimbepi-i/tarla della palger eve 2. . 7445s 


Ven. 1729. 


T Ser Later ip Ghats, Ed. 1604. pr M — Io 


b the 


L TAS 5 G. 11 


che Patadiſe Regained to your Paradiſe Loft? 
I'called this before the divine Paradiſe Loft; 
and I was induced to give it this epithet, 


becauſe you have in it executed what 1 


thought to have done, and in part did in 


my Sete Giornate ; but your plan was 
of a more extenſive kind, and different 


From my deſign. 


MiI rox. 


I readily own my miſtake ; and as you 
mentioned the opinion of your deliverer 
"Grillo, let me add that of my rhymi 15 

ſel 


acquaintance Dryden, in excuſe for my 
That an author is the moſt improper judge 


bf the equality, or inferiority of his own 
performances. 


T ASS o. 


There is one thing which is a certain 


teſt of merit in both our works, and is, 
that ſucceeding writers have —— it 


: worth while to imitate them, 


IL oN. 


Your obfervatich' is juſt: our Nb esl 


W e have taken different routs. 


1 Seven days of the creation, a Poem, by Taſſo. Venice 


2608, 
C2 ' Your 8 


— * Y — ——— 
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12 IL TAS SFO. 


Your's have adopted your manner as far ay 
they were able, and have pen'd their 
poems wholly in imitation of you. Sem- 
pronii in his Boemondo is one of them. But 
who could peruſe his work after your's ? 
Now among my imitators, the utmoſt they 
have aimed at has been my diction ; and 
in this I am informed they all fall ſhort.--- 
There is another proof of the value of 
our works which has not been men- 
_ tioned, and that is their tranſlations *. 
Lou are really obliged to Fairfax for the 
elegant dreſs in which he has Am 
you to my countrymen. 


Tasso. 


What F airfar has done for me Rolli has 
done for you: and I can aſſure you that 
he has honoured the Italian Muſes by his 
tranſlation of your ſpirited Poem: nor are 
you leſs obliged to him for ſpreading 
1 abroad your fame by the maſterly account 
TI which he has given of your NG and . 
Ty formances. N 


Miz Ton. 


Let me obſerve to you another particu- | 

lar reſpe my labours. I had once an 

: 2 4 J Lk 9 working the whole of 18 
„E. anche ſegno evidente della tima che 6 fa d'un 


Opera, la Traduzione. Meſcolanze di Menagio. 44 
Ven. 736. p- 77. e 


1 a ay 

Paradiſe Loft into a dramatick Poem. This 
Dryden executed, and abſurdly enough, 
in an opera. And not long fince a French 


man has formed an entire tragedy from 
. , . 


TASsso. 


- Dryden and the French Poet employ'd 

their talents much to the ſame e as 
did Girolamo Manzoni by my Gieruſalemme [, 

when he reduced it to a dramatic Poem; 


and the Spaniard who worked out an 


heroic (or rather a centoick) Poem fromits 


_ verſes, an honour, if it may be ſo called, 


which the works of Homer and Virgil 
| have alone had the fortune to meet with, 


} 


I believe I ſhall not be arraigned of any 


adulation to ourſelves when I aſſert, That 


we poſſeſs unrivalled the ſummits of the 


modern Parnaſſus. Tis very difficult to 


diſtinguiſh any difference in the height of 


our reſpective cliffs: Genius and Inven- 


tion have placed us both in an equal ſub- 


limity. Let us deſcend then from theſe 


heights; and as there ſeems to have been 

Adam & Re. T Nouvelle. Imitee de Milton. 
A Pars 1741. 8vo. Ne FL. LO 

} Creſcimbeni, V. 2. P. 453+ 3 

" a congenial 
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i TE TAS S 
a coligenial reſemblance between us in ob 
poetical capacities, let us diſoover if there 
was any likeneſs between us as moral agents 
ales i? 21705 1 et and home 


* 
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a TASss o. 


Need I mention, in the firſt place, the 
duty and affection we bore to our fathers? 
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MII To N. 


Gratitude ſeems to demand this at our 
hands ; and I can affure you this princi- 
pally moved me to infcribe ſome verſes 
to mine, and to conſecrate them to his 
memory; He indeed deferved my utmoſt 

| eſteem on all accounts, not only in the 
common concerns of life and education in 
general but upon this, that he gave me 
5 freedom of chuſing that courſe of learning 
= which was moſt agreeable to myſelf. _ 


- —— 


wo" — y — 
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1 | 425 eee ng fi : 
It was the misfortune of my father to 
be imbarked in the cauſe of the Prince of 
Salerno, who had. greatly offended the 

Emperor Charles the Vth ; and mine alſo, 
tho' innocent, to be declared a rebel with 

him. As my father had participated of 
the Prince's proſperous ſtate, he reſolved 

WT VVV 


IE TAS SO 25 
flifferent turn. Exiled and flying as he 
was, he had the good fortune to place me 
at Rome with a deſerying preceptar Mau- 
ritio Catanco. From Hence he removed 
me to Padoua, and deſtined me to the pur- 
ſuit of ſuch ſtudiès as Tever had an uncon- 
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e WH Any ſpirit, or advantage. tg 
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Jou mean, I make no doubt, the Study 
of the civ I HW erte!!! 7 
— 


1 Ass o. iet 22 


I do, and I. muſt: on to you, I always 
entered on it with the higheſt diſguſt. 
G5 rt c habe 4 Wes d E 
Vour fate in this inſtance was the ſume 
with various other Poets of your country. 
Petrarch,” Ariofto and Marino, were abſo- 
lutely compelled to the ſtudy of the law. 
How happy was my ſetting out in life: 
for ſuch was the affectionate regard of my 
father towards me, that knowing my turn 
8 W 
„ ennie 


16 2 0 


to letters, he gave me up to the purſuit of 
them as was moſt dgrochble' to my on 
e and never compelled me. 


— Tl ge male vi bones jure . 


BID $2 
Tass0. A 


Tons friendhiz 'twas abſolute Atte 
ment to my wel re that induced my pa- 
rent to ſelect this profitable knowledge fot 
me. And here my propenſity to follow 
the natural bent of my genius, got the 
better of my duty to him, and he having 
deen himſelf a Rs to the Muſes, r 
dily overlooked my — Lin 
his intentions. = 


. * — 
ri 12 oN. N o 
Wo 44 7.4.45 „ 1. > E * a. 
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Toes wi 


The namin 8 * Prece; tor, 8 3 ts 
my memory the agreeable friendſhip which 
began in my youth with Mr. Thomas 
Young, who executed that office by fne. 

1 I principally converſed with him by letter, 
= and celebrated his ſervices to me in ſome 
i Latin verſes. Providence ſepara 


ted us; 

and placed us at ſuch a diſtance from each 
other, that I could but rarely viſit him as 
1 wiſhed; nnn 


. N v. 75. 


fate 


PB TAS C6 O05 
fate ſoon put a ſtop to all friendly_jgter- 
courſe betwixt us. As I had a real love 
for him, who was my domeſtick tutor, fo 
was II not wanting in all due eſteem for 
my publick inſtructor Mr. Alexander 

Gill *. | Y | | 1 8 + . 
. | TASsso. 


Our good Fortunes were nearly alike in 
this eſſential point in life. There were 
none of my acquaintance, unfortunate as 
I was, more faithful to me (with pleaſure 
I tell it you) than Maurizio Catanes, "Twas 

his fate to ſurvive me. I always found 
his houſe a ſafe Aſylum, as often as my 
affairs called me to Rome. His hoſpitable 
doors were to none more readily open than 
to myſelf. I had the good fortune alſo of 
having the aſſiſtance of Seignor Speroni in 
my juvenile ſtudies; his merit is ſo diffuſed, 
that he needed none of my weak endea- 
vours to render his name more conſpicu- 
ous; but however, he has loſt no reputa- 
tion - by his care of me. I valued him 
much, and paid great deference to him on 
my father's account, as he was his very 
particular friend ; and has introduced him 
as one of his Interlocutori in his Dialogues. 
 * Vide Ep. Fam. no. 5. and Wood's account of this 
| Perſon, Ath. Oxon. : 1 = 
| D SEG For 
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For this ſpecies of writing, I was indebted 
to the antients, and to Speront. 


MILTO N. 


Let us now · take our ſeveral ways, and 
for the preſent bid adieu to each other: 
and if it will be agreeable to you, let us 
at a fit ſeaſon viſit your great predeceſſors 
in the laurel, my old acquaintance Dante 
and Petrarcha F, e 


Tasso. 


Mloſt eligible will be this interview: 
and to make the aſſemblage {ſtill more plea- 
ling, Petrarcha ſhall introduce you to his 
Laura, and Dante ſhall preſent you to his 

Buon Maejiro t, and him . 


Con la ſpada in mans 
Homero paeta ſourano.——— 
e la bella ſchola, © 
Di quel Signor dell' altiſſimo Canto. 


+ Milton's proſe works, v. 1. p. 111. v. 2. p. 570. 
t Virgil. 3 5 55 PI 
S Inferno, Canto 4. and him with the ſword in his hand; 
(fo Dante deſcribes Homer) the ſovereign Poet,---and the 
fine ſchool of that matter of the ſuhlimeſt ſong. 


IL TASSO 19 


M1LTON. 


This v will realize to me Plato's Elyſium ||, 


and with this in view _ valediction 
attends you. 


Tass0. | 


Till next we meet then farewel. 


| Par. Loſt, b. 3. 
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